
SAMSA 
South African Maritime 

Safety Authority 



CAPE DISASTER DEBRIEF 2004 

 

 

ÂSAMSA  [Samé..what?????] 

 

ÂSEALAND EXPRESS INCIDENT 

 

ÂBRIEF COMPARISONS 

 



SAMSA ACT 1998 

 

CONTAINS 3 OBJECTIVES 

ÂEnsure safety of life and property at sea 

 

ÂPrevent and combat pollution of the marine 

environment by ships 

 

ÂPromote the Republicôs maritime interests 

 



Operations Unit - 

Resources 
ÂOperations Manager 

ï7 Principal Officers 

ï28 Surveyors (about 12 short at present) 

ï Naval Architect 

ïSASAR Manager 

ïProject Officer 

ïFishing Vessel Safety Officer 

ï29 Support Staff 

 



What does ensuring safety of life 

and property at sea mean? 

 

Â133 new buildings 

 

Â2964 Local general Safety Certificates issued 

 

Â1375 hull surveys 

 

Â887 Class 1 hazardous containers inspected 



CONTINUED:  

Â118 casualties to persons (46 dead / 72 
injured)  

Â83 casualties to ships 

 

Â663 foreign ships inspected under PSC 

 

ÂApprox 1000 seaman were certificated 

 

ÂStability books/regulation writing 
/tonnage calculations é.etcéé.. 



On a daily basis preventing and 

combating pollution of the marine 

environment by ships meansé 

 
 

 

 

ÂEnsuring that the SA fleet is not a threat by 
way of operational waste 

ÂAd Hoc inspections of foreign ships 

ÂFollowing up pollution incidents 

ÂEducation and training of shipôs officers and 
crew 

 



 

AND 

When it all fails!!!!  



Coping with Maritime Casualties 

 

ÂWide powers of intervention are delegated to 
SAMSA via the Marine Pollution (Control and 
Civil Liability) Act 6 of 1981  

 

Â In turn the actual combating (clean-up) of oil 
once it is in the water or on the shore is 
delegated to the DEA&T 



Tochal 

 

 SAMSA is empowered to take steps to prevent 

pollution of the sea where a harmful 

substances is being, or likely to be discharged. 
 

 
For instance; SAMSA may order (OR CARRY OUT) 

 

Â      The discharge/transfer/disposal of the oil 

 and/or other harmful substances 

 

Â       Moving the ship to another position 

 

Â       Sinking of the ship 

 


