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CAPE DISASTER DEBRIEF 2004 

 

 

 SAMSA  [Sam…..what?????] 

 

 SEALAND EXPRESS INCIDENT 

 

 BRIEF COMPARISONS 

 



SAMSA ACT 1998 

 

CONTAINS 3 OBJECTIVES 

Ensure safety of life and property at sea 

 

Prevent and combat pollution of the marine 

environment by ships 

 

Promote the Republic’s maritime interests 

 



Operations Unit - 

Resources 
 Operations Manager 

– 7 Principal Officers 

– 28 Surveyors (about 12 short at present) 

–  Naval Architect 

– SASAR Manager 

– Project Officer 

– Fishing Vessel Safety Officer 

– 29 Support Staff 

 



What does ensuring safety of life 

and property at sea mean? 

 

 133 new buildings 

 

 2964 Local general Safety Certificates issued 

 

 1375 hull surveys 

 

 887 Class 1 hazardous containers inspected 



CONTINUED: 

 118 casualties to persons (46 dead / 72 
injured) 

 83 casualties to ships 

 

 663 foreign ships inspected under PSC 

 

 Approx 1000 seaman were certificated 

 

 Stability books/regulation writing 
/tonnage calculations ….etc…….. 



On a daily basis preventing and 

combating pollution of the marine 

environment by ships means… 

 
 

 

 

 Ensuring that the SA fleet is not a threat by 
way of operational waste 

 Ad Hoc inspections of foreign ships 

 Following up pollution incidents 

 Education and training of ship’s officers and 
crew 

 



 

AND 

When it all fails!!!! 



Coping with Maritime Casualties 

 

 Wide powers of intervention are delegated to 
SAMSA via the Marine Pollution (Control and 
Civil Liability) Act 6 of 1981 

 

 In turn the actual combating (clean-up) of oil 
once it is in the water or on the shore is 
delegated to the DEA&T 



Tochal 

 

 SAMSA is empowered to take steps to prevent 

pollution of the sea where a harmful 

substances is being, or likely to be discharged. 
 

 
For instance; SAMSA may order (OR CARRY OUT) 

 

      The discharge/transfer/disposal of the oil 

 and/or other harmful substances 

 

       Moving the ship to another position 

 

       Sinking of the ship 

 



30d  
Action in case of a casualty 

SAMSA’s Methodology is one of risk assessment 

on a case by case approach: 

 

The particular situation is always different and 

available options considered in one case may not 

be available or viable in the next. 

 



PRIORITIZATION 

 The first priority is the safety of the crew 

 

 The second is the physical removal of the 

ship 

 

 The third is the removal of bunkers 

and/or hazardous cargoes to prevent 

pollution 

 

 Then only the preservation of property 



In terms of the Wreck and Salvage 

Act 

SAMSA can order the removal of a 

wreck 

 

This is done in consultation with 

interested parties and local 

authorities 



Consultation with the local authorities and 

affected parties happens at the “JOC” 

which SAMSA chairs 

 

 Seeks answers to 

problems 

 Seeks co-operation 

between role players 

 Keeps role players 

informed 

 Provides a forum to 

table problems 

 Meets as and when 

required (usually daily) 

 



Treasure – 23 June 2000 

Ikan Tanda – 5 September 2001 

Nino – 18 July 2002 

Saggitarius – 18 July 2002 

Jolly Rubino – 12 September 2002 

Sea-Land Express – 19 August 2003 

Sea Elegance – 11 October 2003 

Some recent casualties 



‘Sealand Express’ Salvage Operation 



Tuesday August 19th 

‘Sealand Express’ runs aground on Sunset Beach 







Pacific Brigand and Pacific Worker 









Fuel Removal Operation  



Fuel Removal Operation  



Fuel Removal Operation  



Dredging Operation  





Dredging Operation  



Hazardous Cargo Removal Operation  



Hazardous Cargo Removal Operation  



Hazardous Cargo Removal Operation  



Refloating  Operation   - 12 September 



Refloating  Operation   - 12 September 



Refloating  Operation   - 12 September 



Refloating  Operation   - 12 September 



Refloating  Operation   - 13 September 



Refloating  Operation   - 13 September 



Refloating  Operation   - 13 September 



Refloating  Operation   - 13 September 



Refloating  Operation   - 12/13 September 



Refloating  Success! 



Refloating  Success! 



Refloating  Success! 



‘Sealand Express’ berthed in Port of Cape Town  



Cape Town Dry-docking  



Cape Town Dry-docking  



COMPARISONS with other 

incidents 

 Scenario 

 Risks 

 Financial Aspects 

 Resolution 



Treasure – 23 June 2000 

 

 

 

 
140 000 DWT 

China – S. America 



89

Starboard Topside  Tank

Deeptank

Deeptank

Engine Room

1235 46789

Port Topside  Tank

Location of Heavy Fuel Oil Tanks 
1300 tonnes 



Aftermath 

-Remainder of fuel 

removed 

- Cleanup of beaches 

and facilities 

- Marine bird 

problem 

- Limit of liability 

-Wreck removal 



Ikan Tanda – 5 September 2001 

 

 

17 800 DWT 

Chile to Cape Town 



Ikan Tanda sunk offshore 



Nino – 18 July 2002 

8400 tonnes petrol & gas oil 





Saggitarius – 18 July 2002 

 

 

Small Coaster – 54 tonnes gas oil and grain cargo 



Jolly Rubino – 12 September 2002 

 

1200 tonnes bunkers & General Cargo (Hazardous) 





Sea Elegance - 11 October 2003 



The Future ??????????? 

 Variable Factors: 

 

 

– Politics and the NIMBY complex 

– Manpower and expertise  

– Service providers 

– Decisive decision making 

 


