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Iran Earthquake 
 

Neville Van Rensburg 
Rescue & Disaster Management 

PGWC – Emergency Medical Services 
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Overview 

 Occurred on 26 December 2003 at 01:57 

 City of Bam, Kerman Province 

 Measured 6’7 on Richter Scale 

 

 Iranian Government appealed for 

International Assistance 

o International Urban Search & Rescue 

o Sniffer dogs 
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Aerial Picture of earthquake devastation 
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Facts 

 20 000 people still buried under ruins 

 75 000 people left homeless 

 86% of houses destroyed in Bam 

 

 Rescue teams from 20 Countries were 

coordinated by OCHA 
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SA team at work in Iran 

 46 South African Disaster & Rescue 

Specialists rushed to Iran 

 We joined up with Rescue Officials from 

Norway and France 

 All were trained in Urban Search & Rescue 
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SA team at work in Iran continued.. 

 The SA Team were made up of members from: 

o Rescue South Africa 

o Netcare 911 

o SA Police Dog Unit 

o Tswana Fire Services 

o Boksburg Fire Services 

o Johannesburg Fire Services 

o Tswana Disaster Management 

o Metro EMS Western Cape (Volunteer) 
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The SA Team 



8 

Other Facts 

 1600 Rescuers arrived in 

Bam 

 The death toll was 32 000 

and climbing 

 The weather was bitterly 

cold 

 A small number of victims 

were found alive 

 Most buildings had totally 

collapsed 
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The Urgent Needs 

 Medical supplies 

 Field hospitals 

 Water purification 

 Electric generators 

 Tents 

 Stoves 

 Blankets 

 Cooking materials 
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The SA Team flew back to South Africa on 

Saturday 3 January 2004 
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The Devastation 
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Thank you for your time 


